
History of 

Floral 

Design



Why is it important?

• To create arrangements with the feel of another time and place.

• To harmonize your arrangements with the time period of the room 
or building.

• Floral artists of today inherit the floral art of the ages.

• The art of floral design has a rich worldwide history 

• The art of arranging flowers goes back to ancient cultures

• We can learn a great deal from the past.

• It is exciting to learn the ways flowers were used or arranged by 
different groups of people during different time periods.



The Different Historical Periods

• Ancient Civilizations

• European

• Oriental

• American

• Modern



ANCIENT CIVALIZATIONS



Floral Design in Ancient 

Civilizations

2800 B.C. – 600 A.D.

• Egyptian

• Greek

• Roman

• Byzantine



EGYPTIAN PERIOD

2800 B.C. – 28 B.C.



Egyptian Period:  Containers

• Egyptians favored wide-mouthed containers

• Containers were often made from pottery, 

gold, slate, or polished alabaster

• Farrence -- Type of glazed earthenware 

from Italy that was often used in containers

http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=faience/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=9/SS=i/OID=aa5fa6d7a99c5988/;_ylt=A0Je5wsIQTBE9jsAgzqJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjMzRvMDBnBHBvcwM5BHNlYwNzcg--/SIG=1cvcpvans/EXP=1144099464/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&p=faience&w=255&h=340&imgurl=www.la-musardiere-saintes.com/photo/faience/faience-longwy02.jpg&rurl=http://www.la-musardiere-saintes.com/html/faience.html&size=25.4kB&name=faience-longwy02.jpg&p=faience&type=jpeg&no=9&tt=19,442&ei=UTF-8
http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=polished+alabaster/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=18/SS=i/OID=8c58eb63050e39d4/;_ylt=A0Je5qd7QTBEcMoA0qyJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBkN2lwNjljBHBvcwMxOARzZWMDc3I-/SIG=1gvii9rl9/EXP=1144099579/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=polished%20alabaster&sp=1&fr2=sp-top&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&SpellState=n-540078092_q-EtvM5pDHYTmqlFP7nrYIlAABAA@@&w=129&h=226&imgurl=www.seankreynolds.com/rpgfiles/dungeons/tiles/vase_alabaster.jpg&rurl=http://www.seankreynolds.com/rpgfiles/dungeons/potsvasesandbaskets.html&size=6.2kB&name=vase_alabaster.jpg&p=polished+alabaster&type=jpeg&no=18&tt=208&ei=UTF-8
http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=polished+alabaster/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=8/SS=i/OID=f1b4ac80dac0c142/;_ylt=A0Je5qd7QTBEcMoAyKyJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjYzZubXM2BHBvcwM4BHNlYwNzcg--/SIG=1f4jdhh46/EXP=1144099579/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=polished%20alabaster&sp=1&fr2=sp-top&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&SpellState=n-540078092_q-EtvM5pDHYTmqlFP7nrYIlAABAA@@&w=188&h=250&imgurl=www.virtualkhan.com/ProductImages/AB302A.jpg&rurl=http://www.virtualkhan.com/product.asp?3=220&size=42.1kB&name=AB302A.jpg&p=polished+alabaster&type=jpeg&no=8&tt=208&ei=UTF-8


Egyptian Period:  Design 

Characteristics

• Common types of designs were chaplets, 

wreaths, garlands

• Designs were typically orderly with 

alternating patterns of flowers

• Dominant colors were red, yellow, and blue



Egyptian Period:  Flowers

• Acacia

• Gladiolas

• Jasmine

• Lily

• Lupine

• Morning Glory

• Poppy  

• Rose  

• Lotus**

** The lotus flower (water lily) was the 
flower of the Egyptian Goddess, 
Isis, and was considered sacred

http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=acacia/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=2/SS=i/OID=3ffb7678341c4a1a/;_ylt=A0Je5mjEazBEm0sAdFmJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjdmNoOTVjBHBvcwMyBHNlYwNzcg--/SIG=1do664p4t/EXP=1144110404/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=acacia&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&x=wrt&w=340&h=255&imgurl=users.bigpond.net.au/folcnp/flowering/acacia%20decurrens.JPG&rurl=http://users.bigpond.net.au/folcnp/flowering/acacia%20decurrens.htm&size=29.1kB&name=acacia decurrens.JPG&p=acacia&type=jpeg&no=2&tt=43,572&ei=UTF-8
http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=Gladiolas/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=7/SS=i/OID=aafa17d30cfeb65a/;_ylt=A0Je5mzpazBEyxIAK_CJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjZmpxdmw3BHBvcwM3BHNlYwNzcg--/SIG=1ck1anm1a/EXP=1144110441/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=Gladiolas&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&x=wrt&w=455&h=600&imgurl=buy.overstock.com/images/products/L951496.jpg&rurl=http://gifts-for-anniversaries.com/luggage-pages/951496.html&size=65.5kB&name=L951496.jpg&p=Gladiolas&type=jpeg&no=7&tt=923&ei=UTF-8
http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=Jasmine+plant/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=2/SS=i/OID=f096c074c57cf3d8/;_ylt=A0Je5mklbDBEE8oAf8iJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjdmNoOTVjBHBvcwMyBHNlYwNzcg--/SIG=1cb39buu0/EXP=1144110501/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=Jasmine+plant&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&x=wrt&w=288&h=216&imgurl=www.napagarden.com/media/jasmine2.jpg&rurl=http://www.napagarden.com/pages/POTM/potm26.html&size=31.8kB&name=jasmine2.jpg&p=Jasmine+plant&type=jpeg&no=2&tt=329&ei=UTF-8
http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=Lily/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=5/SS=i/OID=fb898dbf2ff724ae/;_ylt=A0Je5mk8bDBEoMgAka6JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjZGM1ZGE1BHBvcwM1BHNlYwNzcg--/SIG=1dkgdiks8/EXP=1144110524/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=Lily&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&x=wrt&w=450&h=718&imgurl=www.ahhaartgallery.com/painting/images/paint/flowers/calla_lily_02.jpg&rurl=http://www.ahhaartgallery.com/painting/flowers/calla_lily.htm&size=19.3kB&name=calla_lily_02.jpg&p=Lily&type=jpeg&no=5&tt=271,316&ei=UTF-8
http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=Lupine/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=13/SS=i/OID=2a17b1d60130a59e/;_ylt=A0Je5qh1bDBEe80A4ViJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBkM2llMThuBHBvcwMxMwRzZWMDc3I-/SIG=1cue4l9mn/EXP=1144110581/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=Lupine&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&x=wrt&w=212&h=300&imgurl=www.andersonimages.com/html/expand/exjpeg/jw_lupine.jpg&rurl=http://www.andersonimages.com/html/expand/hw_lupine.html&size=16.5kB&name=jw_lupine.jpg&p=Lupine&type=jpeg&no=13&tt=14,898&ei=UTF-8
http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=Morning+Glory/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=1/SS=i/OID=003e06601ff04466/;_ylt=A0Je5qiabDBEgs0A6pCJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjMHZkMjZyBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcg--/SIG=1epkoe017/EXP=1144110618/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=Morning+Glory&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&x=wrt&w=475&h=350&imgurl=www.photographic-dreams.com/flowers.php/pictures/morning-glory-3_1.jpg&rurl=http://www.photographic-dreams.com/flowers.php/pictures/morning-glory-3_1.html&size=124.9kB&name=morning-glory-3_1.jpg&p=Morning+Glory&type=jpeg&no=1&tt=56,129&ei=UTF-8
http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=Poppy/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=2/SS=i/OID=1937c3a456486772/;_ylt=A0Je5mnQbDBEKsoAGvWJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjdmNoOTVjBHBvcwMyBHNlYwNzcg--/SIG=1c5dnkgr3/EXP=1144110672/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=Poppy&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&x=wrt&w=576&h=452&imgurl=www.life.uiuc.edu/plantbio/260/poppy.jpg&rurl=http://www.life.uiuc.edu/plantbio/260/systematics2.html&size=52.5kB&name=poppy.jpg&p=Poppy&type=jpeg&no=2&tt=84,301&ei=UTF-8
http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=Rose/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=3/SS=i/OID=f79aa403b08003e4/;_ylt=A0Je5mz6bDBE33wA2tCJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjcXBoZjEwBHBvcwMzBHNlYwNzcg--/SIG=1es6587tf/EXP=1144110714/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=Rose&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&x=wrt&w=382&h=600&imgurl=www.etfassociation.org/etf/home.nsf/public/9CE70C04703EBA7785256826001DFDB7/$file/rose.jpg&rurl=http://www.etfassociation.org/etf/home.nsf/public/9CE70C04703EBA7785256826001DFDB7&size=36.8kB&name=rose.jpg&p=Rose&type=jpeg&no=3&tt=1,642,684&ei=UTF-8
http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=Lotus/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=4/SS=i/OID=fcf5302d867a2dbe/;_ylt=A0Je5mcZbTBE5RkAAh.JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjb3ZrYjNkBHBvcwM0BHNlYwNzcg--/SIG=1djuo6ph1/EXP=1144110745/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=Lotus&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&x=wrt&w=640&h=480&imgurl=powayusd.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/teachers/tdowns/BERGS/Egypt/lotus.jpg&rurl=http://powayusd.sdcoe.k12.ca.us/teachers/tdowns/BERGS/Egypt/EgyptE.htm&size=40.0kB&name=lotus.jpg&p=Lotus&type=jpeg&no=4&tt=300,193&ei=UTF-8


Egyptian Period:  Foliage & Fruit

• Ivy

• Laurel

• Oleander

• Figs

• Grapes

• Olives

• Palm

• Papyrus

• Peaches

• Plums

http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=ivy/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=1/SS=i/OID=484a586b6e4cc592/;_ylt=A0Je5mewZzBEthMAmw.JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjMHZkMjZyBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcg--/SIG=1crda35vc/EXP=1144109360/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&p=ivy&w=345&h=840&imgurl=www.mureal.com/images/products/ivy_BIG.jpg&rurl=http://www.mureal.com/store/productdetail.asp?ProductId=19214&ReturnTo=vines.asp&size=29.3kB&name=ivy_BIG.jpg&p=ivy&type=jpeg&no=1&tt=179,047&ei=UTF-8
http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=laurel/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=5/SS=i/OID=fce7ddaf7686b8f8/;_ylt=A0Je5qjRZzBEksYADuaJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjZGM1ZGE1BHBvcwM1BHNlYwNzcg--/SIG=1dev6di23/EXP=1144109393/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=laurel&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&x=wrt&w=641&h=283&imgurl=www.opus1.com/www/jmspics/SPRING99/image/laurel-blooms.jpg&rurl=http://www.opus1.com/www/jmspics/SPRING99/_LAUREL-BLOOMS.HTML&size=43.4kB&name=laurel-blooms.jpg&p=laurel&type=jpeg&no=5&tt=159,399&ei=UTF-8
http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=oleander/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=3/SS=i/OID=5a3a1576e07618dc/;_ylt=A0Je5mz8ZzBEoHUA.3GJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjcXBoZjEwBHBvcwMzBHNlYwNzcg--/SIG=1d0amj7me/EXP=1144109436/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=oleander&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&x=wrt&w=1000&h=762&imgurl=lyra.q.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp/~ying/flowers/white-oleander.jpg&rurl=http://lyra.q.t.u-tokyo.ac.jp/~ying/flowers.html&size=232.4kB&name=white-oleander.jpg&p=oleander&type=jpeg&no=3&tt=12,839&ei=UTF-8
http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=figs/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=7/SS=i/OID=8d679b344ca60d76/;_ylt=A0Je5xdFaDBE6wcBOqaJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjZmpxdmw3BHBvcwM3BHNlYwNzcg--/SIG=1dlmo5n2j/EXP=1144109509/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=figs&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&x=wrt&w=302&h=445&imgurl=www.davidwinkelman.com/dwp/dwpx/photographs/food/images/figs.jpg&rurl=http://www.davidwinkelman.com/dwp/dwpx/photographs/food/pages/figs.htm&size=40.3kB&name=figs.jpg&p=figs&type=jpeg&no=7&tt=68,782&ei=UTF-8
http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=grapes/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=4/SS=i/OID=e643e659f396571c/;_ylt=A0Je5x5laDBEGa0AvWuJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjb3ZrYjNkBHBvcwM0BHNlYwNzcg--/SIG=1bp7r5mir/EXP=1144109541/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=grapes&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&x=wrt&w=752&h=541&imgurl=www.msworld.org/Magazine/artwork/grapes.jpg&rurl=http://www.msworld.org/Magazine/artwork&size=59.4kB&name=grapes.jpg&p=grapes&type=jpeg&no=4&tt=96,065&ei=UTF-8
http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=olives/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=4/SS=i/OID=7830b45e9d945156/;_ylt=A0Je5x.LaDBEIlgB1NqJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjb3ZrYjNkBHBvcwM0BHNlYwNzcg--/SIG=1b9o8hq25/EXP=1144109579/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=olives&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&x=wrt&w=157&h=131&imgurl=www.keyway.ca/jpg/olives.jpg&rurl=http://www.keyway.ca/htm2001/20011020.htm&size=6.7kB&name=olives.jpg&p=olives&type=jpeg&no=4&tt=45,846&ei=UTF-8
http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=egyptian+palm/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=13/SS=i/OID=8a57cb922b83d338/;_ylt=A0Je5wvLaDBEzWkAP1KJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBkM2llMThuBHBvcwMxMwRzZWMDc3I-/SIG=1chlvphfj/EXP=1144109643/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=egyptian+palm&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&x=wrt&w=150&h=199&imgurl=www.astitchonline.com/acatalog/2262.jpg&rurl=http://www.astitchonline.com/acatalog/Faraway_Places.html&size=13.7kB&name=2262.jpg&p=egyptian+palm&type=jpeg&no=13&tt=157&ei=UTF-8
http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=papyrus/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=7/SS=i/OID=daab192aebfb1140/;_ylt=A0Je5x8kaTBE2VEBo9OJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjZmpxdmw3BHBvcwM3BHNlYwNzcg--/SIG=1dcvh6rbm/EXP=1144109732/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=papyrus&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&x=wrt&w=640&h=480&imgurl=www.bonniesplants.com/images_plants/bogs/papyrus_egyptian_2.jpg&rurl=http://www.bonniesplants.com/bogs_marginals/papyrus.htm&size=154.0kB&name=papyrus_egyptian_2.jpg&p=papyrus&type=jpeg&no=7&tt=34,940&ei=UTF-8
http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=peaches/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=13/SS=i/OID=8b43e0e0e7c39ee0/;_ylt=A0Je5m1PaTBEGX8B1Q6JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBkM2llMThuBHBvcwMxMwRzZWMDc3I-/SIG=1cfcdf3ng/EXP=1144109775/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=peaches&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&x=wrt&w=640&h=970&imgurl=en.wikipedia.org/upload/d/d5/Flameprince_peaches.jpg&rurl=http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Peach&size=99.7kB&name=Flameprince_peaches.jpg&p=peaches&type=jpeg&no=13&tt=46,139&ei=UTF-8
http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=plums/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=8/SS=i/OID=63fa878cdb3be85c/;_ylt=A0Je5mcCajBEyxcAl2yJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjYzZubXM2BHBvcwM4BHNlYwNzcg--/SIG=1bpp38b65/EXP=1144109954/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=plums&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&x=wrt&w=200&h=305&imgurl=www.attra.org/images/fruitover/plums.jpg&rurl=http://www.attra.org/attra-pub/fruitover.html&size=60.8kB&name=plums.jpg&p=plums&type=jpeg&no=8&tt=12,291&ei=UTF-8


GREEK PERIOD

600 B.C. – 146 B.C. 



Greek Period:  Containers

• Flower petals were 
often scattered on the 
ground during 
ceremonies

• Design types often 
used were wreaths and 
garlands

• The cornucopia was 
first introduced during 
this era



Greek Period:  Containers

• Very few vases were made solely for the purpose 

of holding flowers. Instead, flower petals were 

often scattered on the ground during ceremonies

• Design types often used were                    

wreaths and garlands

• The cornucopia was first 

introduced during this era,

known as the horn of plenty.

http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=greek+cornucopia/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=3/SS=i/OID=a41f4d0940fe954e/;_ylt=A0Je5mwmcDBEgn8AGDaJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjcXBoZjEwBHBvcwMzBHNlYwNzcg--/SIG=1d0pnscm9/EXP=1144111526/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=greek+cornucopia&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&x=wrt&w=274&h=241&imgurl=www.chamomiletimes.com/images/cornucopia.jpg&rurl=http://www.chamomiletimes.com/archives/2000/112000.htm&size=13.7kB&name=cornucopia.jpg&p=greek+cornucopia&type=jpeg&no=3&tt=219&ei=UTF-8
http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=greek+wreaths/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=1/SS=i/OID=40d1159e77895cb8/;_ylt=A0Je5x.UcDBEUWQBgIGJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjMHZkMjZyBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcg--/SIG=1e2t9lft8/EXP=1144111636/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=greek+wreaths&sp=1&fr2=sp-top&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&SpellState=n-1438648353_q-VvRfpOHubRXDoTM02mqNjwABAA@@&w=250&h=268&imgurl=www.interflora.gr/stefani.jpg&rurl=http://www.interflora.gr/ukolympics2.shtml&size=16.1kB&name=stefani.jpg&p=greek+wreaths&type=jpeg&no=1&tt=25&ei=UTF-8
http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=greek+garlands/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=1/SS=i/OID=fe8c2f15a58a952c/;_ylt=A0Je5mz2cTBEgYMAbHSJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjMHZkMjZyBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcg--/SIG=1dp3gcsir/EXP=1144111990/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=greek+garlands&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&x=wrt&w=200&h=179&imgurl=www.reshafim.org.il/ad/egypt/texts/garlands_petosiris.jpg&rurl=http://www.reshafim.org.il/ad/egypt/texts/rosettastone.htm&size=9.9kB&name=garlands_petosiris.jpg&p=greek+garlands&type=jpeg&no=1&tt=18&ei=UTF-8


Greek Period:  Flowers

• Crocus: (saffron spice)**

** Greek red saffron or "Crocus", a pure product of the Greek land,                    
is considered to be the best in the world.
A precious spice, adds an exquisite flavor and color to food and drinks. It is 
also used in distilleries, dairy products and in numerous other applications.

• Daisy:

• Honeysuckle:

http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=greek+Daisy/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=6/SS=i/OID=29c9d3db7878506c/;_ylt=A0Je5qecdjBEuAEBGOGJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjcDR2NTN2BHBvcwM2BHNlYwNzcg--/SIG=1bqctgop0/EXP=1144113180/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=greek+Daisy&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&x=wrt&w=200&h=192&imgurl=www.spiralcastle.net/aw/daisy.jpg&rurl=http://www.ancientworlds.net/aw/Post/243870&size=11.1kB&name=daisy.jpg&p=greek+Daisy&type=jpeg&no=6&tt=39&ei=UTF-8
http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=greek+Daisy/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=2/SS=i/OID=c556065e6717b2d6/;_ylt=A0Je5qecdjBEuAEBFOGJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjdmNoOTVjBHBvcwMyBHNlYwNzcg--/SIG=1d6cm9ic8/EXP=1144113180/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=greek+Daisy&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&x=wrt&w=432&h=313&imgurl=www.initial-impressions.net/images/emb/college/greekdaisy_1.jpg&rurl=http://www.initial-impressions.net/emb_college.htm&size=34.7kB&name=greekdaisy_1.jpg&p=greek+Daisy&type=jpeg&no=2&tt=39&ei=UTF-8
http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=Honeysuckle/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=13/SS=i/OID=83ccaab674f4347a/;_ylt=A0Je5m0DdzBENQgAleiJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBkM2llMThuBHBvcwMxMwRzZWMDc3I-/SIG=1kgik0is7/EXP=1144113283/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=Honeysuckle&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&x=wrt&w=275&h=276&imgurl=www.biology.clc.uc.edu/graphics/taxonomy/plants/spermatophyta/angiosperms/dicotyledonae/Caprifoliaceae/Japanese%20Honeysuckle/JSC%20970702%20Honeysuckle%201.jpg&rurl=http://www.biology.clc.uc.edu/graphics/taxonomy/plants/spermatophyta/angiosperms/dicotyledonae/Caprifoliaceae/Japanese%20Honeysuckle&size=17.3kB&name=JSC 970702 Honeysuckle 1.jpg&p=Honeysuckle&type=jpeg&no=13&tt=18,569&ei=UTF-8
http://images.google.com/imgres?imgurl=http://www.thcphotography.com/photos/crocus_FULL.jpg&imgrefurl=http://www.thcphotography.com/library.php&h=2000&w=3008&sz=1617&hl=en&start=14&tbnid=171n5DNptcE18M:&tbnh=100&tbnw=150&prev=/images?q=crocus&gbv=2&svnum=10&hl=en


Greek Period:  Foliage

• Herbs

• Ivy

• Oak

• Laurel

Herbs:
Greece produces some of the most 
exquisite spices, herbs and 
aromatic plants in the world. The 
most renowned of them are: 

• Oregano 

• Mountain Tea 

• Sage 

• Rosemary 

• Basil 

• Dill 

http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=ivy/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=15/SS=i/OID=02dbaa744d2b9444/;_ylt=A0Je5mgheTBEFVoABNWJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBkM3VyNWF1BHBvcwMxNQRzZWMDc3I-/SIG=1dcvknsv0/EXP=1144113825/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=ivy&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&x=wrt&w=432&h=432&imgurl=www.favoritefabrics.homestead.com/files/vip_ivy_on_cream_4x4.jpg&rurl=http://www.favoritefabrics.homestead.com/zoom_ivy_on_cream.html&size=59.1kB&name=vip_ivy_on_cream_4x4.jpg&p=ivy&type=jpeg&no=15&tt=179,047&ei=UTF-8


Greek Period:  Fruit

• Berries

• Olive

• Acorns

• Grapes

In the background are 

thirty two leaves and 

twenty berries, 

representative of the 32 

permanent teeth and 

twenty children's teeth. 

The olive tree is 

inextricably linked with 

Greek history, culture 

and life, as is olive oil, 

the product of its fruit, 

which the Greeks refer 

to simply as "oil". 

The first cultivation of the olive tree 

worldwide took place in Greece, and 

more specific in Crete. 

http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=greek+berries/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=22/SS=i/OID=2d9b063985d26d70/;_ylt=A0Je5m3teTBEyQ8AEiOJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBkZG5udXMwBHBvcwMyMgRzZWMDc3I-/SIG=1eqb34ql9/EXP=1144114029/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=greek+berries&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&b=21&w=196&h=169&imgurl=www.gourmed.gr/_data/images/medculture/photos/grapeleaves.jpg&rurl=http://www.gourmed.gr/mediterranean-diet/inseason/show.asp?gid=1&nodeid=79&arid=3739&size=3.8kB&name=grapeleaves.jpg&p=greek+berries&type=jpeg&no=22&tt=29&ei=UTF-8
http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=greek+olives/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=19/SS=i/OID=739e4726f30e4d86/;_ylt=A0Je5mnYezBEvtcAPf6JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBkbWJybHJzBHBvcwMxOQRzZWMDc3I-/SIG=1g4i0ohtj/EXP=1144114520/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=greek+olives&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&x=wrt&w=130&h=144&imgurl=www.ayhansmarketplace.com/images/products/small/sm_maroli_black_olives.jpg&rurl=http://www.ayhansmarketplace.com/marketplace/xq/aspx/storeid.236543/catid.248746/src.index/qx/category.htm&size=4.9kB&name=sm_maroli_black_olives.jpg&p=greek+olives&type=jpeg&no=19&tt=645&ei=UTF-8
http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=greek+olive/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=28/SS=i/OID=80e3e819a07cfb0a/;_ylt=A0Je5mfgfDBE7S0ANU6JzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBkZHBkcXY4BHBvcwMyOARzZWMDc3I-/SIG=1e1prt074/EXP=1144114784/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=greek+olive&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&b=21&w=169&h=167&imgurl=www.mfa.gr/images/photos/greece/living/symbols/olive_01_thumb.jpg&rurl=http://www.mfa.gr/english/greece/living/symbols/olive.html&size=15.0kB&name=olive_01_thumb.jpg&p=greek+olive&type=jpeg&no=28&tt=3,092&ei=UTF-8
http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=greek+grapes/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=1/SS=i/OID=1f378f3339033544/;_ylt=A0Je5xfugDBE8iUBtcCJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjMHZkMjZyBHBvcwMxBHNlYwNzcg--/SIG=1egnrqqvs/EXP=1144115822/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=greek+grapes&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&x=wrt&w=600&h=750&imgurl=www.artpapa.com/free_download_images/portfolio_images/images/grapes_in_vase.jpg&rurl=http://www.artpapa.com/free_download_images/portfolio_images/images&size=60.7kB&name=grapes_in_vase.jpg&p=greek+grapes&type=jpeg&no=1&tt=201&ei=UTF-8


http://rds.yahoo.com/S=96062857/K=greek+grapes/v=2/SID=w/l=II/R=9/SS=i/OID=81462b5ccb45ed36/;_ylt=A0Je5xfugDBE8iUBvcCJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBjMzRvMDBnBHBvcwM5BHNlYwNzcg--/SIG=1e515vsie/EXP=1144115822/*-http:/images.search.yahoo.com/search/images/view?back=http://images.search.yahoo.com/search/images?p=greek+grapes&ei=UTF-8&fr=slv1-wave&x=wrt&w=535&h=353&imgurl=shs.westport.k12.ct.us/muson/images/grapes.jpg&rurl=http://shs.westport.k12.ct.us/muson/Western%20Humanities/Greece/images_of_greek_agriculture.htm&size=48.3kB&name=grapes.jpg&p=greek+grapes&type=jpeg&no=9&tt=201&ei=UTF-8


ROMAN PERIOD

28 B.C. to 325 A.D.



Roman Period

• Often used heavy & elaborate wreaths

• Used fragrant flowers with bright colors

• First use of natural bouquets

• Rose blossoms and petals were scattered 

lavishly on banquet tables, streets, and lakes 

during festivals and ceremonies

http://costumes.lovetoknow.com/Image:Toga1.jpg


BYZANTINE PERIOD

320 A.D. – 600 A.D.



Byzantine Period

• Used symmetrical tree-like compositions

• Cones and Spiral designs

• Changed construction of garlands to be 

narrow bands of flowers or fruit alternated 

with foliage



EUROPEAN 



Floral Designs in European 

Periods

• Middle Ages

• Renaissance

• Baroque

• French

• English-Georgian

• Victorian



MIDDLE AGES

476 A.D. - 1450 A.D.



Middle Ages

• Very little is known about floral art in this 

period

• Fragrant flowers were highly favored for 

strewing on the ground, freshening the air, 

and making wreaths/garlands



RENAISSANCE

1400 A.D. – 1600 A.D.



Renaissance
Period in Europe after Middle Ages

• Paintings from this period often show vases 

of flowers because flowers had great 

symbolism

– ex:  The rose symbolized sacred or profane love

– ex:  A white lily symbolized chastity and 

fertility



Renaissance:  Design Styles

• Single white lily placed in 
a jug is typical

• Flowers arranged in vases 
so that only blossoms 
were visible

• Massed, symmetrically 
stiff, compact 
arrangements common

• Bright colors and forms of 
flowers were used as 
focus



Renaissance:  Containers
• Elaborate metal containers 

with well formed bases, 

stems, necks, & handles 

popular

• Some containers were made 

especially for flowers (ex:  

holes in a removable lid to 

hold flowers in place)

• Urns made of pottery, 

marble, bronze, or glass



Renaissance:  Flowers

• Anemone

• Campanula

• Carnations

• Iris

• Poppy

• Rose

• Lily

• Lily of the Valley

• Marigold

• Narcissus

• Pansy

• Violets



Renaissance:  Foliage

• Boxwood

• Cones

• Fruit

• Ivy

• Laurel

• Myrtle

• Olive

• Vegetables



BAROQUE and DUTCH 

FLEMISH

1600 A.D. - 1775 A.D.



Baroque Period
Era following the Renaissance in Europe

• Art is no longer just for the church or 

nobility, it is now accessible to the middle 

class

• Paintings show arrangements in everyday 

settings

• Many interiors were overdecorated and 

gaudy

• Designs became more creative and 

expressive



Baroque Period:  Containers

• Massive and sturdy

• Metal and stone urns

• Chinese and Japanese vases, bowls, and 

flasks



Baroque Period:  Flowers

• Carnations

• Cyclamen

• Foxglove

• Iris

• Larkspur

• Lilies

• Marigolds

• Roses

• Sunflowers

• Snowball

• Tulips



Baroque Period:  Foliage & 

Accessories

• Leaves of flowers

• Coleus

• Olive

• Bold leaves

• Fruits/vegetables

• Birds’ nests

• Shells

• Insects

• Nuts, berries



FRENCH

1600 A.D. – 1700 A.D. 



French Period 
(17th & 18th century France)

• Also known as the “Grand 

Era”

• Associated with the 

courtly life

• Emphasis was on classic 

design, refinement, and 

elegance

• Designs were often fan 

shaped and massed



French Period:  Containers

• Elegant and ornate

• Goblets and vases 

made of glass, 

ceramic, or porcelain

• Classic urns



French Period:  Flowers & 

Foliage

• Acacia

• Aster

• Carnation

• Ferns

• Hyacinth

• Larkspur

• Lilacs

• Lilies

• Marigolds

• Pansy

• Poppy

• Roses

• Tulips



ENGLISH - GEORGIAN

1714 A.D. - 1760 A.D. 



English-Georgian Period
(18th century England)

• Named for English Kings George I, II, & III

• Fragrance was very important in flower selection 

because it was thought to rid disease

• English created the nosegay to safeguard from 

illness

• Flowers became part of fashion in hair, around 

necks, and in décolletage

• Arrangements were formal & symmetrical

• Often used bough pots



English-Georgian:  Containers

• Wedgwood

• Posy-holder vases

• Urns made of pewter, sliver, or ceramics

• Ceramic wall pockets

• Enclosed bricks



English-Georgian:  Flowers

• Clover

• Geraniums

• Hibiscus

• Passion Flower

• Phlox

• Snowdrop

• Veronica

Used the same as the Baroque period but 

also included:



VICTORIAN

1837 A.D. – 1901 A.D. 



Victorian Era

• Named for Queen Victoria 
who reigned in England 
from 1837 to 1901

• Victorian interiors were 
lavishly decorated in 
heavy colors and patterns

• Time of great enthusiasm 
about flowers; floral 
design was taught and 
recognized as art

• First attempt to establish 
rules for floral arranging



Victorian Era:  Design 

Characteristics

• Described as grouping 

large masses of 

flowers, foliage, and 

grasses together to 

create a design with no 

center of interest

• Usually round or oval 

shaped arrangements



Victorian Era:  Containers

• Metal, porcelain, ceramic, glass, and 

alabaster were popular materials

• Wall pockets

• Tussie-mussie holders

• Vases of various shapes

• Urns & jugs

http://www.appealingflowers.com/cgibin/price.cgi?click-1249171-10273680?url=http://www.1stopflorists.com/show.product.php?product_id=833


Victorian Era:  Flowers

• Bleeding Heart

• Camellias

• Carnations

• Dahlia

• Gardenia

• Hydrangea

• Lilies

• Poppies

• Roses

• Sweet Pea

• Tulips

• Violets



Victorian Era:  Foliage & 

Accessories

• Ferns

• Grasses

• Dried Flowers

• Figurines

• Stuffed birds, 

butterflies

• Victorian greeting 

cards



ORIENTAL INFLUENCE



Oriental Influence in Floral 

Design

• Oriental influence placed emphasis on the 

individual form, texture, and color of plant 

material

• Felt it was improper to place flowers 

carelessly on the altar.

• Created symbolic arrangements

• Bright colors were favored.



Chinese vs. Japanese Style

• Chinese style is less stylized

• Japanese style is very formal and follows 

strict rules of construction
• Ikebana

http://www.iisd.ca/isdr/wcdr1/pix/2ikebana054-b.jpg
http://www.unioasis.com/assets/cat/gump/IkebanaVase.132735x.jpg


American Styles of Floral 

Design

• Early American

• Colonial

• Neoclassic

• American Victorian



Early American Style

• Focused on natural styles and arrangements

• Wildflowers, grains, and grasses were often 

placed in everyday jugs and pitchers to 

make an arrangement



COLONIAL

1714 A.D. – 1780 A.D. 



Colonial Style

• Typical arrangements were massed, 

rounded, and fan shaped bouquets

• Casual, open designs were popular



NEOCLASSICISM

FEDERAL AND GREEK 

REVIVAL

1790 A.D. – 1825 A.D. 



Neoclassic Style
• Covered two time periods

– Federal Period 1790 - 1825

– Greek Period 1825 - 1845

• Designs were typically 

broken from English 

tradition and were 

influenced by the French

• Roses, geraniums, and 

trailing ivy were popular 

plant materials



AMERICAN VICTORIAN 

1845 A.D. – 1900 A.D. 



American Victorian

• Also called the Romantic era

• Designs copied European Victorian styles

• Epergnes were popular containers



MODERN 



Modern Styles of Floral Design

• Art Nouveau

• Art Deco

• Free Form Expression

• Geometric Mass Design



ART NOVEAU

1890 A.D. – 1910 A.D. 



Art Nouveau Period

• Style was based on curvilinear lines and 

often patterned after nature in the shape of 

plants or flowers

• Containers were curving and asymmetrical



ART DECO

1920’s & 1930’s



Art Deco Period:

• Blending of influences including ancient 

Egyptian, Jazz age, and industrial age

• Characterized by strong geometric lines and 

patterns

• The style reemerged in the 1960’s



FREE FORM EXPRESSION

1950 – 1959 A.D. 



Free Form Expression

• Arrangements were more expressive with 

feeling of movement and freedom

• Textural differences between design 

materials were emphasized



GEOMETRIC MASS

1960-1975 A.D.



Geometric Mass Design

• Tight, geometric bouquets were common

• Arrangements combined mass and line into 

stiff patterns

• Compote containers were commonly used



Review

• What are some types of flowers and foliage 

common to all periods of floral design?

• Why is it important to study the history of 

floral design?

• What are some reasons for changing design 

styles across time?

• How did European traditions influence 

American design?


